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NOTTFTCACI6N G/SPS/N/IJSA/933 
Utilizacirin de materiales procedentes de a&males de la especie bovina erl 10s 

afime:ntos desrinados al consumo hzrmano y en 10s cosmtticos 
- Norma dcfinitiva provisiorzal- 

[Docket No. 2004N-0081~ 

COMENTARIOS DE LA ARGENTlNA 

l- DESCRIPCI6N DE LA NORMA 

La norma definitiva provisional publicada por la Administraci6n de hlimcntos y 
Productos Farmac6uticos (Food and Drug Administration - FDA) prohibe la utilizacicjn 
da detertninndos mat&ales de bovine, con el propbsito de hater frcnte al posible riesgo 
que presenta la cncefalopatia cspongiforme bovina (EER), en 10s alimentos dcstinados 
al consume humane, incluidos 10s suplementos diet&icos, y 10s cosmkticos. 

En.tre 10s makriales de bovinos prohibidos figuran 10s materiales dc riesgo especificado, __ 
el intestine de&do de todos 10s animales de la especie bovina, 10s materiales 
procedentes de ganado caido, 10s materiales procedentcs de ganado no axaminado y 
aprobado parn consume humane y la came de bovino obtenida mediante separaci6n 
mcc8nicn. 

Como malcriales de ricsgo espscificado se incluyenz: cerebra, cabeza, ojos, ganglios de1 
t-rigkmino, m&lula espinal, espinnzo (con exclusi6n de las vbrtcbras de la cola, las 
np6lisis tranwersas de las vCrtehras lumbares y torkicas y las alas dcl sacro) y ganglios 
raquideos dorsales dcl ganado dc 30 meses o m&s de edad; y tonsilas e ilcon distal de1 
intestine delgado de todo cl ganado. Entre 10s mat&ales de bovines prohibidos no 
figure el s&o que contenga 0,l 5% o menos de impurczas insolublcs de hexano, y sus 
productos derivados. 

La FDA adopta esta medidn cn respuesta a 10s resultados positivos de una pruehn de 
lX’.EB ckctuada cn una vacn adulta importada de& el Canada en el Estadn de 
Washington. 

La me&a es consjstente con la nor-ma definitiva provisional’ expcdidn en enero por 4 
Dcpartamento de &.Jr"iCul~llrd de 10s Estados Unidos (USDA) a t-raves de Ia cual se 
prohibc el use de matrriales dc riesgo especificado en productos alimenticios para 
consulno hurnano y se establecen prescripciones para la eliminacihn de1 ganado caidu. En 
la norma dcl USDA se declatan no comestibles ni aptos para 10s alimentos dcstinados al 
consurno human0 10s materiales de riesgo especifkado y las canales y partes de reses 
caidas, se prohibe su utilizaci6n coma aliment0 destinado al consume human0 y se 
prescdbe que el intestine delgado se retire y se elimine coma producio no comestible. 

2- ACXJEXDO MSF 

’ N0’fIFIC~Cl0N G/SI3N/USA/844 -Norma definitiva provisional - Dock? N” O3-025IF 



UC . 

En su artkuin 3.1, el Acuerdo MSF prescribe la obligaci6n de 10s Miembros dc basar 
sus medidas sanitarias y fitosanitarias en normas, directrices o rccomendaciones 
internacionalcs, cuando existan. 
Sin pejuicio de ello, el mismo articulo, en el Q~QHQ~O 3, reconocc el derecho de 10s 
Miembros de establecer o  mantcrler medidas que representen un nivel de proteccir5n m6s 
elevado dcl yuc SC lo&m& a travks de normas, directrices o recomendaciones 
intemacionales; supuestos que habran de sustentarse en evidcncia cientif’ica. 
A su vez, oonforme lo dispucsto en el articulo 6.1, “10s Miembros se asegurariin de que 
SW medidas sanitatias y filosanitarias se adaptcn a las caracteristicas sanitarias y 
fitosanitarias de las zonas de origen y de destino de1 producto. .” 

S- EEB: ESTATUS SA!.!ITARlO DE ARGENTINA 
El 21 de junio de 2004 Ii1 01E present6 en la OMC cl documento C/SPS/GEN/SOl: 
“Ternas de inter&s para el Comitt MSF discutidos por el C:omit& Intemacional de la OlE 
cn la 72” Scsi6n Gcncral - Ccvnunicado de  la O~gunizucibr~ Mundial de  Sunidrh himal 
(01.6.). ” 

l7.n dicho docunrento se informa de la adopci6a, entrt! otras, de la Resoluci6n N” XXI, 
relativn a la “Situacibn de la Encefalopatia Espongiforrne Bovina en 10s raises 
Miombros”. En virlurl dc la1 Rcsolucit5n Argentina es uno de 10s cuatro paises que hasta 
el moment0 son reconocidos oficialmente por dicho Organism0 Tntemacional coma 
“provisionalmcnte likes de EEB”, conforme a las disposiciones dcl Articulo 2.3.13.4 
de1 C’ddigo l’erwsfra. 

4- CODIGO SANJTARIO PARA ANJMALES TERRESTRES 
El C6digo Terrestre prevk disposiciones relativas a la EEB en materin de 
comercializacirin rcaliyatrdo distinciones tanto por productos coma por pais o zona dc 
procedencia de 10s mismos. A su vez, el articulo 2.3.13.18 contcmpla tambikn el deslino 
dc 10s productos, estableciendo que: 

l’ara la preparaci6n de alimentos destinados al consumo humano o a la alimentaoicin 
animal, de fertilizantes, de productis cosm&icos o larmac6uticos (incluidos IOU 
productos biol6gicos) o de material ntdico, no debe ser objet0 de comercio 
internncional ninguna de las siguientes mcrcancias ni ninguna mercancia 
contamfnada por cualquiera de las mismas, a saber: amigdaias, intestino ni ninguno 
dc sus derivados proteicos, si pertenecen a bovinos de cualquier ednd procedentes de 
paises o dc zonas con rieseo moderado o alto de encefalopatia esponviforme 
hovina. I>os nlimentos destinados al consume human0 o a la alimentaci6n animal, 
10s fertilizantes, 10s productos cosmtticos o farmactuticos y el material mtdico 
prepflrados con estas mercancias tampoco deben sar objet0 de comercio 
intcmacional. 

2. Para la preparaci6n dc alimcntos destinados al consume human0 o 3 la alimcnlaci6n 
animal, de feltilizanlcs, de productos cosmkticos o farmacciuticos (in&i&x 10s 
productas biol@icos), o  de material medico, no debe ser objet0 de comercio 
intemacional ninguna de las siguientes mercancias, ni ningunu mercancia 
contaminnda por cualquicra de Ias mismas, a saber: enctfalo. ojos, medula cspinal, 
crlneos, columnas vertebrales, ni ninguno de sus derivados proteicos, si pertenecen 
a bovinos sacrifkados con m5s de 12 meses de edad procedentes de p&es o zrnas 
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con riesro modcrado o alto de encefalopatia esookwiforme hovina. Los 
alimentos dsstinados al consume human0 o a la aliment&on animal, 10s 
fertilizantes, 10s productos cosmeticos o farmac6uticos y el material mGdico 
preparrtdos con e&as mercancias tampoco deben ser objcto de comercio 
international. 

3. Para la ptcparacion de alimcntos destinados al consume human0 o a la alimcntacion 
animal, de fcrtilizautes, de productos cosmeticos o farmaceuticos (incluidos 10s 
productos biolbgicos) o de material medico no debe ser objcto de comercio 
intemacional ninguna de las siguientes mcrcancias ni ninguna mercancja 
contaminada por cualquiera de las mismas, a saber: enckfalo, ojos. medula espinnl, 
cdneo y columna vartcbral, ni ninguno de sus de&ados proteicos, si pertenecen a 
bovines sacrilicadns con m&s de 30 meses de edad procedenles dc paises o zonas 
con riesp;o minimo de encefaloDatia esponciforme bnvina. Los alimenlos 
destinados al consume human0 o a la alimentacicin animal, 10s fertilizantes, 10s 
productos cosmeticos o farmacenticos y el material medico preparados con estas 
mercancias tampoco deben ser objet0 de comercio intemacional. 

=$a manera se obsenra coma no se establecen condicionantes nara las imuortaciones 
provcnien_tes de P&es provisionalmente libres de EEB. situ&on sanitaria en la cu_al~ 
encuentra la Argentina v ha sido reconocida oficialmente. 

5- OBSERVACIONES DE ARGENTINA 

A) Observacinncs formales 
Desde la perspectiva proccdimental, la medida mcrece las mismas observaciones 
oporhmamente planteadas por la Argentina en relation a la norma definitiva provisional 
notificada ba-jo la signatura CrISPS/N/uSAI844 - Prohibicibn de1 uso de materiales 
especificados dc ricsgo cn ptoductos alimenticios para consume human0 y prescripciones 
pora la eliminaci6n def ganado caido. 

En u~l senticio, el proccdimicnto implementado por 10s Estados llnidos a efectos de 
notifkar la medida que se nnaliza no se ha ajustadn a Ins reglas establccidas en 61 
Proccdimicnlo recomendado pars la aplicaci6n dc las obligaciones en materia de 
transparcncia cslablocidas WI cl Acuerdo sobre MSP (articulo 7)’ por cuanto: 

J la medida no ha sido notificada antes de entrar en vigor, sino quc cs dc aplicacibn 
inmediata y obligatoria para todos 10s pa&es que deseen exportar a 10s Estados 
Unidos 10s productos en ells comprendidos, y; 

( tampoco responde a Ias causales que justifican la notifrcacion dc mcdidas de 
urgencia, cn raz6n dc no tratarse de un case en quc a los Estados Unidos se le 
planteen o amenacen plante&sele problemas urgentes de protection sanitaria 

B) Cucstiuncs de fondo 

.-- 
= GISPSI7IRw2 
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Argcnlina comparte la preocupaci6n de 10s Estados Unidos coma consecucncia de1 case 
de RI% ocurrido cn el Estndo de Washington. No nbstantc, lenemos dit’erencias 
respect0 al criteria de aplicacibn inmediata y obligatoria a todos 10s paises de la norma 
notificadn. 

El no contemplar en la nomla el estatus sanitario de 10s paises exportadores (AMSF - 
art. 6) conduce a restringir indiscriminadamente el ingreso de productos que conllcvan 
niveles disparcs dc r&go. 

El desconocimiento de1 estatus sanitaria de1 pais o zona de procedencia de 10s productos 
no puede considernrse una cucsti5n menor cuando a la pmvisibn de1 Acucrdo MSF se 
suma en el Cbdigo Sanitaria para Animales Terrestres un rango de calificaciones que 
van dcsde el pais o zona libre de encefalopatia espongiforme bovina hasta el pais o zona 
con alto riesgo, pnsnndo por pais o zona con riesgo modcrado, con riesgo m inim0 y 
provisionnlmcntc librc. En otras palabras, cinco catcgorias de estntus sanikkos, 
goaando la Argentina de1 m js alto de 10s rcconocidos hasta el momenta. 

En cl case pa.rlicular de ,kgantina puede aiiadirse que: 
- tanto cerebra coma m idula espinal de 10s bovinos son utilizados para cl consumo 

humano, no obstantc, como una medida de m itigncihn de riesgo adicional desde el 
nAo 2002 esti prohibidn su uso para la alimcntaci6n animal; 

- In infectividad de1 ileo distal con reIaciirn a la EEB, esti vinculada a 10s tcjidos 
linfonelic:ularcs y sc ha detectado solamente en bovinos que han sido 
experimentalmente infectados; 

- dcsdc l/l O/2000 en toda la Unibn Europea es obligaci6n retirar de In codena 
alimentaria humanit y animal 10s materiales eseecificos de riesro coma mddula QsyIIIaI, bIIb.LIPI\J, “,, ,a, cmlrlgCL4Lcw, yQ,Llr UL 1 3 lULb3UllV3 p”LG”cmES UC; IVS 
bovines, pcro pew a esto la Comunidad Europca accpta todo al intestino delgado 
provenienie de la Rcptiblica Argentina, segtin circular fechada en Bmselas 9 de 
Oct-ubre 2003 E3D(03) 532459/j@; 

- el ganado no ambulatorio que al se inspeccionado por personal profcsional 
evidencin que lo es por causas evidentemente traumiticas no fomla parte de la 
vigilancia cpidemiolhgica del Programa implementado en la Repdblica Argentina y 
es utilizado por la cadcna dc consumo humane. 

6- SOLTCITIJD DE LA ARGENTINA 
En RtenciCIn Ias argumentaciones supru realizadas, la Argentina agradece la oportunidad 
dc prcscntar comentarios y solicita a 10s Estados Unidos tengan a bicn rcalizar 10s 
ajusbes correspondienlcs cn cl tcxto notificado a efcctos de que las restricciones de 
ncceso notificadas se ajusten a 10s estatus sanitarios de 10s paises exportadores, de 
conformidnd a IO estoblecido en el C6digo de Animales Terrestres de la OIE. 

Tales ajustes pod&n resolverse, bien excluyendo de1 Srnbito de aplicaci6n de In medidn 
10s tnateriales derivados de animales nacidos y criados en un pajs librc o 
provisionalmcntc lihre dc EER reconocido por la OIE, bicn reconociendo la 
equivalencia de las nxtlidas quc implementan dichos paises con las notificadas yor 10s 
Estados Unidos en cuanto a 13 m itigaci6n de 10s riesgos de exposicicin a RI%. 
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1\‘OTTFICATION G/SPS/N/lJSA/933 
Use of Materials Derived from Cuttle in Human Food and Cosmetics 

- Interim Final Rule - 
[Docket No. 2004NJJO81] 

COMMENTS BY ARGKNTTYA 

I- RULE DESCRIPTION 

The interim linal rule isoucd by tie Food and Drug Administration (FDA) prohibits the 
use of certain cattle material, to address the potential risk of bovine spongiroml 
etlcephalopathy (BSE) in human food, including dietary supplements, and cosmetics. 

Prohibit.ed calllr: materials include specified risk materials, small intestine ot’ 311 cattle, 
tnaterial from non-ambulatory disabled cattle, material from cattle not inspected and 
pas& Por human consumption, and mechanically separated (MS)(Beef). 

Specified risk materials are the brain, skull, eyes, trigcminal ganglia, spinal cord, 
vertebral column (excluding the vertebrae of the tail, the transverse processes of the 
thotacic and lumbar vcrtcbrac, and the wings of the sacrum), and dorsal root ganglia of 
cattle 30 months and older; and the tonsils and distal ileum of the small intestine of all 
cafllc. Prohibited cattlc materials do not include tallow that contains no more lhan 0. I.5 
percent hexane-insoluble impurities and tallow derivatives. 

FDA is takin,g this action in response to the finding of an adult cow, imported Prom 
Canada, that tested posilivc for BSE in the State of Washington. 

This action is consistent with the recent interim final rule’ issued in January by the US 
Department of Ilgricullure (USDA), on the prohibition of the USC 01 specified risk 
materials in human food and requirements for the disposition of the non-ambulatory 
disabled cattlc. In the USDA rule, specified risk materials and the carcasses and parts 01 
non-ambulatory disabled cattle are declared to be inedible, unfit for human food, their 
use as humal-1 food is prohibited and it is required that the entire small intestine be 
rcmovcd tmd disposed of as inedible. 

Z- SPfi AGREEMENT 

Tn its Article 3.1, the Agrceinent on the Application or Sanitary and Phytosanitnry 
Measures (SPS Agreamcnt) provides for the Members’ obligation to base their sanitary 
and phytosnnitary measures on international standards, guidelines or recomrncndations, 
\Yhcrc thh~y cx.ist. 

Notwithstanding this, Article 3.3 recognizes the Members’ right to inlroduce or maintain 
measures which result in 8 higher level of protection than wouId be achieved by measures 
based on the relevant international standards, guidelines or recommendations - 
assumptions that wiI1 have to be based on scientific evidence. 

’ NOTlPlCATlON G/SPSiN/USA/1344 - Interim final rule - Docket No. 03-025IF. 
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NOTTFICATION G/SPSiN/IJSAJ933 
Use ofMderi& Derivedfio~ Cattle in Humen Food end Cosmetics 

- Interim Final Rule - 
IDocket No. 2004Ndb081J 

COMMENTS BY ARGWNTTYA 

I- RIJLE DFZWRIPTION 

The interim final rule issued by tie Food and Drug Administration (FDA) prohibits the 
use of certain cattle material, to address the potential risk of bovine spongXom1 
etlcephalopnthy (BSE) in human food, including dietary supplements, and cosmetics. 

Prohibited cattle materials include specified risk materials, small intestine of all cattle, 
material from non-ambulatory disabled cattle, material from cattle not inspected and 
passed for human consumption, and mechanically separated (MS)(Reef). 

Specified risk materials are the brain, skull, eyes, trigcminal ganglia, spinal cord, 
vertebral column (excluding the vetiebrae of the tail, the transverse processes of the 
thoracic and lumbar vcrtcbrac, and the wings of the sacrum), and dorsal root ganglia of 
cattIe 30 months and older; and the tonsils and distal i leum of ihe small intestine of all 
calllc. Prohibited cattlc materials do not include tallow that contains no more lhan 0.15 
percent hexane-insoluble impurities and tallow derivatives. 

FDA is taking this action it1 response to the finding of an adult cow, imported lion1 
Canada, that tested pusilivc for BSE in the State of Washington. 

This action is consistent with the recent interim final rule’ issued in January by the US 
Department of Agricullure (USDA), on the prohibition of the USC of specified risk 
materials in human food and requirements for the disposition of the non-ambulatory 
disabled cattle. In the USDA rule, specified risk materials and the carcasses and parts of 
non-ambulatory disabled cattle are declared to be inedible, unfit for human food, their 
use as human food is prohibited and it is required that the entire small intestine be 
rcmovcd and disposed of as inedible. 

2- SPS AGREEMENT 

Tn its Article 3.1. the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitnry 
Measures (SPS Agreement) provides for the Members’ obligation to base their sanitary 
and phytosnnitary measures on international standards, guidelines or recommendations, 
whcrc ihcy exist. 

Notwithstanding this, Article 3.3 recognizes the Members’ right to introduce or maintain 
measures which result in a higher level of protection than would be achieved by measures 
based on the relevant international standards, guidelines or recommendations - 
assumptions thnt will have to be based OR scientific evidence. 

’ NOTIPICATION G/SPS/U/USAkW - Ynterim final rule - Docket No. 03-025IF. 
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In turn, under Article 6.1, “ Members shall ensure chat their sanitary or phytosnrtitary 
mcasurss are adapted to the sanitary or phytosa&uy characteristics of the area from 
which the product originated and to which the product is destined.” 

3- BSE: ARGENTINA’S SANITARY STATUS 

On ~UJKJ 2 1 2004, the 01E submitted before the WTO the document G/SPS/GEN/SOl: 
Tssues of’ interest to the SPS Committee Discussed by the OIE International Commitice 
at the 72”d ticneral Session - Cvmmunicatiorr from Wdd Orgunizution for Animal 
Health (OlE). 

There, it is informed the adoption of, &ter c&a, Resolution No. XXI relative lo the 
“Bovine Spnngifcmn Encephalopathy Status of Member Countries”. Theteunder, 
Argentina is one of the four countries so far officially recognized by said intcmutionnl 
organization as “provisionally free from BSE” in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 2.3.13.4 oi the Tcrresirial Code. 

4- ‘l’ERREtSTWAJ.. ANTMAT HEtiTH CODE (Rasado cn versirin c11 ingl& de1 
07/09/04, que figtwa en la yjfina de la OIE) 

The Terrestrial Codo sets out RSE-related provisions on trade that make distinctions by 
product, or by their origin country or zone. Article 2.3.13. I 8 also refers to [hair purpose, 
establishing i hat: 

I, From calllle of any age originating from a countrv or zone with a moderate or a 
hieh BSE risk, the following commodities, and any commodity contaminated by 
them, shoulrl not be traded for the preparation of food, feed, fertilizers, cosmetics, 
pharmaceuticals Including biologicals, or medical devices; tonsils and intestine, and 
protein products derived thereof. Food, feed, fertilizers, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals 
or medical devices prepared using these commodities should also not bc traded 

2. From cattle originating from a country or zone with a moderate or a hi@ BSE 
r&& th:tt were 81 the titnc of slaughter over 12 months of age, the following 
commodities, and any commodity contaminated by them, should not be traded for 
the preparation of food, feed, fertilizers, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals including 
biologicals, or medical devices: brains, eyes, spinal cord, skull and vertebral column 
and protein products &rived thereof. Food, feed, fertilizers, cosmetics. 
pharmaceuticals or medical devices prepared using these commodities should also 
not be traded. 

3. From cattle originaling from a countrv or zone with a minimal BSE risk, that 
were at the time of slaughter over 30 months of age, the following commodities, and 
any commodity contaminalcd by them, should not be traded for the preparation of 
food, feed, fertilizers, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals including biologic&, or medical 
devices: brains. eyes and spinal cord, skull, vertebral column and derived protein 
products. l;ood, feed, fcrrilizers, cosmetics, pharmaceuricals or medical devices 
prepared usirlg thcsc commodities should also not be lraded. 
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Thus,.it is uossible to nute then& cstablished.fur irnDotis from 
PSE P~OV~S~CJIJ~Y frco countries, Are;entina’s off+&llv-rccomiixcd sanjb- qtatus A’ 

5- ARGENTTNA’S COMMENTS 

A) Comments on the Form 
From a procedurirl standpoint, Argentina’s comments to this measure arc the same as 
those duly submitted in relation lo the interim final rule notified as GISPS/NIUSk/844 - 
Prohibition of the use of specified risk matetiaIs in human food and requirements for the 
disposition of Ihe nonambulatory disabled cattle, 

In that. sense. iha nrnnedr NW itnrrlrm*nt.-A 5~ +L. r-l= is-. c.rdorro me+,- tl,- ..s~.,LYuL~ <L,,,&:L 

analysts has not Mowed the rules of the proceduti recommended to apply the 
transparency-r&led obligatiuns set out in the SPS Agrcemellt (Article 7)” since 

4 the measure was not notified before becoming effective as its application is 
immediate and binding for any country wishing to export the product!; included 
therein to the US, and 

4 neither does it oorrcspoud to any of the causes that justify the application of an 
urgency moasure since this is not a case where the US faces problems of* urgent 
satlilary .protection or a threat thereof’. 

B) Comments on the Substvncc 
Argentina shares with the US the concern resulting from the BSE case occurred in the 
state of Washingtan I-Iowevcr. we disagree on the criterion of immediate and binding 
application of the notified rule to all counties. 

The fact that the sanitiiry stitus of exporting countries is not considered in the rule (Art. 
6 - SYSA) leads to the indiscriminate restriction of the entry of products posing diGrent 
risk Icvcls. 

Ignoring the sanitary status of the country or zone of origin of the produc;ts must not be 
deemed as 3 nGnor issue when, in addition to the SPS Agreement provision, there IS a 
qualMcation range in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code ranking from country or zone 
free from BSE, caun~~ or zinc provisionally f&e from BSK country or zone wilh a 
minimal RSE risk, country or zone with a moderate BSE risk, to country or zone with a 
hi& BSE r&k. That is, there are fjve categories of sanitary status and ArgcnLina enjoys 
the top one of t.hos~ so far recognized. 

Tn Argentina’s cRse, 
- both cattle brains and spinal cords are used for human consumption, but since 2002 

their use for animal feeding has been prohibited RS an additional risk mitigation 
measure; 

I Ihc BSJX-related ineffe:ctivcncss of the distal ileum is associated with tile 
lymphorelicular tissue, and it has been detected only in bovines that have been 
experimentally infected; 

2 c/s PS/7/Rev2 
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- since 1010 ILN~O, in the entire European Union, it is mandatory to withdraw from 
the human and animal food chains the specified risk materials like the spinal cord, 
brains, eyes, tonsils and part of the intestines f+om cattlc; however, under tbc 
circular letter E3D(03) 532459/j& dated on October 9 2003 in Brussels, the EU 
accepts lhe entire small intestine from Argentina; 

- the non-ambulatory cattle that, in being inspected by professionals, prove to be so 
due to evidently traumatic causes are not involved in tbc epidemiological 
survcillancc: program implemented in Argentina and are used for human 
consumption. 

6- PE’TTTION RY ARGENTINA 
Bearing in mind these considerations, Argentina thanks for the chance to submit 
comments and requires the lJnited States to make the pertinent modilicntions to the 
notified text in order for the notified entry restrictions to be adjusted to the sanitary 
status uf the exporting countries, as set out in the IOE Terrestrial Animal Health Code. 

Such modific;ztions may be made by excluding from the application scope of the rule 
the materials from cattle born and raised in a country free or provisionally free from 
BSE as rccogrrized by the TOE, or by acknowledging the equivalence of the measures 
implcmeuted by those countries to those notified by the US on the mitigation of BSE 
exposure risks. 


